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Yasuko Murao, writer.

Born in 1944 in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan. Resident of Gotsu City, Shimane Prefecture at present.

Awarded Shimane Prefectural Culture Encouragement Prize in 1994. Awarded the 14th Japan Picture Book Grand-Prix Readers’ Prize in 2009 for her picture book Claudia’ s Prayer.
Main Works: Sutoh Yahee —a Man Who Changed the River Stream; Facing Her Own Life; Claudia’ s Prayer; and many others.
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When [ was one year old I got seriously burnt in the war. Then a farmer gave me a bowl of water under the eaves of his house which saved my life.

The Eternal River was written as a result that the life of a man who got deeply involved with water, the origin of all lives, and played the role of a leader reminded me of my old memory of water.

..... Some 360 years ago, there lived a man called Sutoh Yahee, a village headman, and his family, who stood up to save the village and villagers from natural disasters.

The Iukawa River ran down peacefully around the village, and brought about rich blessings to the villagers. However, it hit a big rocky mountain on the way, where the river was narrow and
had many sharp bends. When hit by heavy rain, the river became a muddy torrent and swept away the village.

Houses were lost, people were killed, and the village was practically destroyed completely.

Seeing how frightened the villagers were, Sutoh Yahee, the headman, decided to devote his entire life to fight with the rocky mountain.

He said, “My happiness comes only after the villagers” happiness.” Then he spent all his fortune and 42 years of his life to fight with the rocky mountain.

What is his real desire, spirit and dynamism which never fade even in our modern society?

MRE T EX  FESET MURA YASUKO) . 1944 4F AFILEE. 1994 48 SRR B4
2009 4 BT (Claudia MHFHE), 3KE 14 IRHALA KL H Y.

FEMEGE (EEERKRAOA AL D). G4, (Claudia MHTH4). LARVF 2 HAthPh4E .

fEbE S ARETE .

FER DN AR R 2 BIE TRl , 7 5T —RF R MR —K , AR R b
TP ARIERIRT T KRN , 556 TIEAZI ] fEi.

------ ATHAKRAPIRRI R, A KIS . RIZR S A2 ME T (YIWUGAWA) FITIAL , 12 PR IR el 15 A5 & S MR FR R TR
RGN RATS R 2 RS, Eh T Al gGE, SOKRMYT, HA RN, SHEERRN, WKEZEmRR , B,
g, FENEGREES, S TR SOKIE% .
BEYPIHEPTIE RIS, FHCFJRO AR B a8 3] Aot ko T
it [ RFAEAE , JUEHCREAE | L BUERTEI™, WAk, Biliak 42 4.
PUCH S HE R IR DAL, AT

Kapnepa fcyro Murao ITucarens Acyro Murao
fAcyro Murao poguiacs B mpederrype Amaryru 8 1944 roxy. [Ipederrypa Cumans Kynsrypa [Ipemus B 1994 roxy. Yurarenu npemun o "monurse Knaygua" nimocrpupoBasHoit
rHUrA B 2009 roxy.

Ocuosuble npoussenenus: "JToxu Yoy Camypail, KOTOPbIN H3MEHHII TeUeHHE PeKH",

o HEMRIRKETIMK , AR NAIATE T3,
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sy Ha skusH', "MonuTBy Kiaynus', u muorue npyrue. IIpederrypa Cumans lomyskunress.

I[Tpenucosue rocmomwaa Acyxo Murao

Korma Mue Gbita omus roj, Gb11a paHeH u3-3a ortst. ToT MOMEHT Bojia MHe sKM3HB criaciia. Y ¢ Toro MomMeHTa Havas1ach y MeHs jKU3Hb KaK THCATeJIb.
£ coanamna crasky, KoTopas paccKassIBaeT 0 Hepa3phIBHOM CyIb0e MekTy O/IHOI0 BeJIMKIM 9eJI0BeKoM U Booit. Tor Moit poMaH Tak HagBaH ro uMenu «Beurast pexay.

OxK0JI0 TPHCTA TIECTHIECATH JIET HA3A T, $KIJI ObLIT cTapeiimHa poxa. JIJis criaceHns cesrbCKUX sKUTes el 0T HaBOIHEHU OH CMBLJIO BHICTYIIIJI BIIEPS] UX samumars. Ha
€ro ponuHe ecTh pexa o mMeru pexu I0rasa (IUGAWA ).

Camas pexa BCKapMJIMBaJIa Hapoya, Ho M3-3a TOro, YTO OHA BEITEKJIA M3 TOPHL, TOK €€ ObLII H3BUJIUCTEIM.

W xorma mmiest 60JIBIIoN 03 Th, peKa CUIIHHO PA3INBAIACH U3 HU3KOro pycJia. MHOrHe Jiiofiu morudIim, 1 camo CeJIo Toske HaXOIUIIOCh HA Kpae THOeJIH.

CMOTpeB Ha T0CTPa IABIILX, TOT UeJoBek, KoToporo 30ByT Cymo fAxmoi(Suto Yahee), perrut 3aTpaTHTh BCI0 CBOIO KU3HD, UTOOHI CIIPABJIATHCA ¢ IIABOIKOM.

¥V Hero ObL1a TaKAS MBICITE: €CJTH OBI He OBLII0 OJ1ara y CeJTbCKUX SKITEJIeH, TO He OBLI0 OBI pACIIBETAHUS CBOCH POIMHEL Y OH BJI0KMII BCe CBOE MMYIIIECTBO, 3aTPATHII COPOK
I1Ba T0J1a, GOPOJICS € TTABOIKOM.
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